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XX.I	•
	" and Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, who had long been a pro-
tagonist in expressing Indian views, was selected as
the first incumbent of the office.
Successful in its own ^way as this agreement was, it
did not prevent difficulties arising. It was the hope of a
considerable section of the Dutch population that the
agreement meant the deportation of a large number of
Indians, but this expectation was not fulfilled, and, on
the other hand, the land difficulty in the Transvaal
revived. In 1919 an Act1 had been passed to prevent
companies controlled by Indians from holding land,
and thus evading the Gold Law of 1908 which forbade
Asiatics doing so, but in a number of cases this pro-
hibition had been evaded, without breach of the letter
of the law but in defiance of its spirit. It was proposed,
therefore, by the Government of the Union to legislate
by the Transvaal Asiatic Tenure (Amendment) Bill to
meet these evasions, and to diminish substantially the
future possibility of Asiatics holding land or trading in
the province. As a result of this and other difficulties a
further Conference met in January and February 1932
and achieved agreement. It was recognised that, as
eighty per cent of the Indians in the Union were Union
born,2 it was hopeless to contemplate their settlement
in India, and the two Governments therefore agreed
to co-operate in seeking to secure settlement elsewhere,
a representative of the Indians in the Union assisting
them if so desired by the community. Otherwise the
agreement of 1927 was confirmed, and the Indian
1	Keith, War Government of the British Dominions, pp. 319-21.
2	The Indians are found chiefly in Natal (160,000), Transvaal (20,000),
Cape (6000); the Orange Pree State has successfully excluded them. Cf.
Eofmeyr, South Africa (1931), pp. 300-305.

